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A few years back, when I was in Bhubaneswar I had heard of this institution 
called KISS, Kalinga Institute for Social Sciences, which now has 15,000 
children who come from fairly remote places in Orissa and possibly outside 
also and I visited them and I saw the children at work.  There are various 
kinds of both vocational learning as well as computer and language related 
learning and Dr. Samant will elaborate on that and for me this was sig-
nificant because you know one does hear of a strife within the nation.  It’s 
almost as though there is a war that we don’t encounter in our daily lives, 
one reads of the Maoist attacks and the government reactions to that and 
people like Arundhati Roy have written a lot about such things.  And I think 
that’s in some way a sort of chord that we often don’t allow to enter into the 
daily normal business of creating content and publishing and all of that.  
And I thought for the third day’s theme which is “Reaching Out” we should 
perhaps step back from a sort of self-indulgent role as creators of contents 
and books and  all of that , but try and look at what are the realities in 
some sense and possibly take a cue from people who have sought to have 
addresses certain realities.  And with that ides in mind I thought that Dr. 
Samant would perhaps outline that perspective and I welcome Dr. Samant 
and just read a few points from his bio data.  In fact I will begin with a 
work in progress, because that’s always the most interesting.  The work in 
progress includes, Gandhi Public Library in the Gandhi village on ten acres 
of land and a tribal museum and branches of KISS in ten districts of Orissa 
and four branches in four other states.  That’s his work in progress and I 
will just go back to a short note at the beginning, and I will quote what he 
writes.  “The struggle that I started since I lost my father at age of four, is 
still on and in my journey for creating a better world for everyone, I have 
come across in frustrations, failure, anger and anguish.  But I’ve tried to 
turn those into my strength.  The sufferings have remained my source of 
inspiration and the struggle has become my passion to work.  I leave it to 
you to judge me”.  That’s the short note that Dr. Samant writes about him-
self and he has had several positions such as the founder member of the 
KIIT, he is the commission member of the University Grants Commission, 
member of the Choir Board.  -Introduction by Raja Mohanty
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Thank you very much.  So good morning everybody present here.  All the esteemed, 

distinguished personalities present here from the different parts of the globe, including 

India and from different organizations.  My esteemed Anant Mahapatraji, he is with 

me from Orissa and also respected Prof. Raja Mohantyji who has given me an opportu-

nity to see you all this very early morning today.  So thanks a lot to Prof. Raja Mohanty 

for giving me an opportunity in this international seminar going on for the last three 

days, creating contentment to the children.  And today’s very nice things that reaching 

out to the children and so I’m given 30 minutes and I’m to speak few words, how I have 

been working for the last 20 years with the children.  I have prepared for 4 to 5 minutes 

one CD on KISS, Kalinga Institute for Social Sciences.  So if you see this CD then 70% of 

my speech will be cut, and you can easily know about this.  So just to have a look for 4 

to 5 minutes, very small CD because now a days people have a very short time to see 

the big work or great work going on in the entire India.  

This is the laboratory I have been working for last 20 years you have seen.  So, now it 

has become my passion to work with this type of indigenous children, more and more. 

I started with a very small idea, nothing in my head, because of my background in 

Law and when I was only 24 years old at the very young age when the youth aspires to 

enjoy their life, but I have started this struggle with Rs. 5000 in my pocket.  But KIIT and 

KISS, there is also another organization, KIIT, Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology, 

very promising industry now in the country.  Though it is only 15 years old institute, 

and 8 years old university we will be judging its credentiality, we are going to host 99th 

Indian Science Congress in the campus of KIIT University next year, 2nd January to 7th 

January.  So from this one sentence you can know the credentiality and the everything 

about this KIIT University today I am able to run this KIIT.  Because you must be sur-

prised to know how this KISS is running, it is the surprise of everybody who have seen 

and visited this KISS.  And for running this KISS I have not taken a single rupee from 

anybody till today either from government or from private.  This is my own financial 

management, though I am not a moneyed man but as I have a strong will power and 

passion I have been doing it and I have the objective of enrolling 200,000 indigenous 

children by the end of this decade by opening another 20 branches in our province and 

also the other parts of the country as it has been accepted by government of India as 

the most successful model.  So regarding this KISS and reaching out to the children its 

very good experience etc. because you see these indigenous children in India are known 

as tribals.  They live in their own world, they don’t care for anything going on in the 



rest part of the world, whether people are enjoying at the cost of the tribals, or people 

are enjoying at the cost of the mine’s minerals.  They don’t have any things.  They live 

in their own world.  Poverty is in every section, no doubt.  Not only in tribals but tribals 

are the most illiterate and ignorant, everything because of poverty.  Because we will see 

that there is poverty even in slum areas, but these slum area children much more aware 

than these indigenous children who live in the dense forest for century and century and 

they don’t want to solve their age old practices and customs.  It’s very difficult to bring 

them from their respective places.  They live in the very dense forests, Maoist area, and 

Naxalite area.  

We belong to this province Orissa.  Orissa is the poorest state in the country and it is 

dominated by the tribals, indigenous people.  One fourth population are tribals and 

after 65 years of independence they live in abject poverty, even I can say one street dog 

lives much better than those tribals.  So, it was in my passion from my childhood that to 

eradicate poverty and to bring them into the mainstream as far as possible, on my part.  

So, main things I know from my childhood as I was also born in the midst of severe 

poverty and not getting even one square meal in two days of my childhood and God 

is very kind to me to put me my other family members in this position in this age.  So 

that experience helped me, if real solution is the imparting quality education.  Not the 

patch up things, things are going everywhere in the country, they are not getting food.  

Throw them some food, throw them some dresses, throw them some things.  These are 

the things whatever I have been watching.  I am also a member of many government 

bodies, interacting with them, so we have been watching; it is only just patch up.  Not a 

complete solution.  But we are doing a complete solution.  We are convincing, it is very 

difficult on our part first initially to bring these tribal children to the mainstream, to 

come to the schools.  And it is fully residential, as it is fully residential, there are many 

things are being solved, it arrests dropout completely.  Dropout is totally zero.  It arrests 

health problem completely, it arrests adolescents, everything.  There are many things 

to be informed to you, but there is a paucity of time so I will not take much time. And 

people like you one glance is enough to know what is what going on.  But you’ll know 

in their community though they belong to very poor family, they live in the very abject 

poverty.  The moment one child attains the age of 7, 8, 9, immediately it is the practice, 

the family engage them to something, they treat their child as a helping hand to them.  

Similarly the moment one girl attains the age of 12 to 13 immediately they get married.  

Here you have seen 50% of girl students and we promote much more to the girl’s educa-



tion than the boy’s education because it is our philosophy.  So many things are being 

arrested by this complete solution that once they are joining KISS, they get higher edu-

cation, and job in the hands.  They will not go back to their respective community with 

half education.  We know half education is much more harmful than no education.  

And in Orissa and also other parts of the country there is rampant Maoist problem 

and Naxalite problems.  Naxalites and Maoists are nothing but the frustrations of the 

tribals.  Totally frustrations of the tribals.  So they have been trapped by this; these tribal 

children at the age of 14, 15, 16 by the Naxalites and Maoists.  So we have Naxalites, 

Maoists, the dropout rate, child marriage, adolescence, everything, health problems- 

because there are severe health problems for these indigenous children.  It is possible 

because in KIIT University, we have 1200 bed hospitals, out of 1200 bed hospitals, 400 

beds are always by these indigenous children.  So these dropouts help for everything 

is provided, because it is a fully residential, fully free and we have been doing very 

passionately as rightly told by many people, have many things.  The tribal ministry, 

government of India, that this is a successful model.  It should be replicated in every 

state but even if we give 1000 crore to anybody, second case cannot be created in any 

other country the way Dr. Samant has given his entire passion and life for this cause.  It 

is possible, but everybody get surprised till today nobody; even if you have watched this 

CD, you cannot believe your eyes.  You must have thought there must be some dilution 

and manipulation in that CD, there may not be so many thousand children.  But it is 

exactly 15,000 indigenous children are here.  

K.I.S.S is from KG to PG, that’s rightly told by Mahashweta Devi, a renowned social 

activist, Padma Vibushan, Magsaysay awardee, that it is really the Shantiniketan in 

the country, the second Shantiniketan in the country.  So initially it was very difficult 

on my part to sustain this project, and to bring these tribal children, convince their 

parents for education etc.  Now it has become PG and I have setup KIIT University to 

support KISS.  That is also fulfilled by God.  I have set up this KIIT University with only 

$100 in my pocket, now only seeing believes.  With the help of this KIIT University, its 

students, its parents, its staff and the persons who are associated with it, I’m running 

this KISS.  It is huge, 15,000.  I’m not taking single pie.  In India if somebody is running 

an NGO in the bag like this, it is very easy.  So now it has come to a very light, success-

ful and particularly many good things you have introduced, you have seen from one 

jhalak, every glance you have seen how they have become the wild players in rugby.  

They have participated in Asiad and Commonwealth.  We have been promoting them 



in all aspects.  You will be surprised to know for the last ten years consecutively.  These 

boys and girls are getting 100% pass out in 10th and 12th board against the state 

results, 60 to 70%.  I am in educational line, I am myself surprised.  These children for 

the last 6 years are getting 1st, 2nd, 3d prize in national children’s conference.  They 

have participated in many conferences abroad also; they have travelled more than 15 

countries till today.  All these things are possible in this schools because of dedicated 

staff and also we have a strong passion.  What is the new things in our case, there are 

many rival schools and social work going on etc.  You must have seen some schools, 

it may be tribals, it may be for poor orphans whatever.  They don’t give the complete 

solution.  Suppose there are some schools up to 10th std, after 10th where they will go? 

there is nothing to be destined, or nothing to be clear cut.  So in many cases there is no; 

because you know these tribals once they have any health problem if they go back to 

their native place, they will not come back.  That’s why in the tribals, dropout is 80% as 

per the government of India report, dropout is 80%.  If somebody gives admission for std 

1, after a time the dropout is 88%.  So there many problems for these tribals but we have 

achieved something with the objective to eradicate poverty through education which is 

a complete solution.  Once, they will get the quality education.  That’s why I have given 

one slogan; imparting quality education to a different child is equivalent to giving sight 

to a blind.  After they got the World Cup rugby tournament in London in 2007, it has 

occurred to my mind really if we give the quality education to any child then definitely 

it is equivalent to giving sight to a blind.  He can see the entire world the way my tribal 

children are seeing the entire world.  

The main thing you see in India, we are boasting, we all, our policy makers, everybody 

are boasting is that India is full of youth.  Up to next 30 years, India will be full of youth.  

Suppose you have 5, 6 sons, they are of no use.  What is the meaning of having 5, 6 

sons?  Similarly India might have youth; if they will not be educated properly they will 

not be brought to the mainstream properly, these children.  And what will happen to 

India in 30 years we are boasting, India is full of youth?  And education does not mean 

just to, what is our education? literary ratio.  If somebody is able to write his or her 

name, he or she is declared literate person.  That age is gone.  If it is not quality educa-

tion, then there is no question of literacy rate.  But now these things are going on in our 

case, so only something these chunk of people will be brought on the main stream by 

any means, and in a proper manner, with quality education, with good environment, 

good ambience.  Then only Vision 2020 of APJ Abdul Kalam will be successful or the 



India with youth will be successful.  As far as my simple knowledge goes, that’s why we 

are taking care of these things very nicely.  And now many states have come forward 

to open the branch of KISS.  Now the honorable chief minister of Delhi is opening in 

Delhi, Jharkhand chief minister is opening in Jharkhand.  They will fund, we will run.  

Chhattisgarh already it is functional, funded by NMDC (National Mineral Develop-

ment Corporation).  It is in Bastar Kanker, the most Maoist and tribal dominated area.  

And many branches are also, as I have no time so much, otherwise it would have come 

in other states also.  Many states are coming forward for opening of this branch.  KISS 

which gives a complete solution which converts liabilities into assets.  Before education 

you see that liability is to the nation, just after education they will be an asset to the 

nation.  And another good thing, their next generation will not suffer the way their 

parents and theirs are suffering in midst of poverty, once they are educated their next 

generation will not suffer.  So it gives many solutions, we have expressed in our work 

etc.  So it gives me immense pleasure that it is possible because of Almighty’s blessings 

to execute so much so quickly, so nicely to a state like Orissa, the poorest state in the 

country and without any background of myself without any backing or banking.  

God is very kind to me to set up both KIIT and KISS at par with any national and 

international institutes.  So I request all of you also any time visiting Bhubaneswar, 

it is in the heat of Bhubaneswar.  Only 15 minutes distance from the airport, exactly 

15 minutes.  And it is only seeing is believing.  That’s why so many visitors were not 

given photographs because it is only 5 minutes.  So many visitors love to visit and you 

will be happy to know that our work has been satisfied.  Recently, November issue, one 

page feature has come out in Times magazine.  And till today as far as my knowledge 

goes only one big riot, Kandhamal riot and super cyclone from Orissa have featured in 

Times magazine.  KIIS has featured in Times magazine recently.  And this case has also 

been featured by all the national level magazine, be it Discovery of India, India Today, 

Outlook, anything, KIIS has been appreciated.  This effort has been appreciated.  The 

work put behind this success has been appreciated by all the national level magazines 

and newspapers etc.  It’s very worth seeing and very nice things and we are trying to 

enroll as much as possible.  But for those all enrollments now we are starting fund 

raising from different business, corporate houses and from others.  And I’m determined 

to see that there will be minimum 20 branches by couple of years in our own province as 

Orissa is fully dominated by tribals.  And also there will be definitely 10 to 15 branches 

in other states founded by the state government themselves.  So once again I hope you 



must have understood the entire thing and we are also giving this hard copy, just for 

your knowledge etc.  So once again I express my heartfelt thanks to all of you for giving 

me a patient hearing and also my sincere thanks to Prof. Raja Mohanty for inviting me 

and giving me an opportunity to showcase my effort and my activities before all of you.  

Once again thanks to everybody present here, including Manas Mahapatraji, editor 

of the National Book Trust from Orissa present here, esteemed Anant Mahapatraji and 

everybody. 


